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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

On behalf of the 100,000 members of the Association of the United States 
Army, I urge the Commission to defeat proposed new regulations that would 
impose higher charges and fees on pre-paid calling cards. This increase would 
place a financial burden on our nation's military men and women serving in the 
United States and around the world. Military members make great use of calling 
cards: for many of them, it is the only method at their disposal to keep in 
contact with their families. 

In fact, ninety-five percent of military members use calling cards. Last 
year this accounted for over a billion minutes of Calls home to families. The 
proposed increase would cut the usefulness of pre-paid minutes by 20 percent. 

Pre-paid calling cards are an important lifeline for our military. Now is not 
the time to increase the costs when our military is  sewing in Operations. Enduring 
Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and other locations around the world. 
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Thank you for your consideration. 
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